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MANNING ROAD FREEWAY ON-RAMP 

Grievance 
MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.53 am]: My grievance is to the Minister 
for Transport. This is a grievance that I have made on many occasions in this house, and I guess what I am doing 
today is making an upgrade to a grievance that I have referred to before.  

The grievance is to do with transport in my electorate of South Perth. One of the main issues that has confronted 
me since being elected in 2005 is the need for an on-ramp onto the freeway south at Manning Road, which is fast 
becoming a major arterial road in the southern suburbs. If people travel down Manning Road, as I have 
mentioned many times in this house, when they get to the Kwinana Freeway and want to head south, possibly to 
the new Fiona Stanley Hospital when that is completed—it is going to be a major hospital in the southern 
corridor—they cannot do that; they have to go back up to Canning Bridge, navigate through two sets of lights, do 
a complete U-turn, and then come back down onto the freeway. It is crazy planning, and it has been like that for 
a long time. I do not think it was thought through properly when the engineers of those days extended the 
freeway further south from Canning Bridge. 

The other issue that has been raised since then refers to Canning Bridge itself. What we have at Canning Bridge 
is a mild form of chaos at times, caused partly by the huge popularity of Canning Bridge station. When the 
Perth–Mandurah railway line was first constructed, Canning Bridge station was really regarded as, not an add-
on, but not seen to be a major station. There was no parking for the station, so really it was going to be a Kiss ‘n’ 
Ride station, or people would have to walk to that station. I believe the early planning for the station forecast that 
1 000 passengers a day would use that station. I am not sure—maybe the minister can update me on those figures 
now—but I think the figure is closer to 3 000 a day, mainly driven by students travelling to Curtin University. 
The only form of public transport to get from the train station to Curtin University is the bus. There has been talk 
of maybe having a light rail in the future, but that could be a long way off, and a lot of buses ferry these students 
from the bridge out to Curtin University. At present they are forced to pull in on the bridge on the highway itself. 
We know that it is already a busy road because people are heading across the Canning Bridge heading north, or 
people are heading east or west, down towards Applecross and Fremantle; it is a busy arterial road. The situation 
is that buses pull in, they have to do a U-turn, and they then have to head back out to Curtin University.  

Recently, I was very pleased, after having last raised this with the Minister for Transport, when he informed the 
house that he would be allocating some funding out of the Department of Transport’s budget for some forward 
planning for both of these projects. Therefore, in one of my most recent and very colourful newsletters for the 
electorate of South Perth, I am shown on the front page with the Premier — 

Dr A.D. Buti: Were you wearing the same tie?  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: — in a nice pink shirt—I did not have my black shirt and gold tie on, on that day!  

We were down at the Million Paws walk on the South Perth foreshore — 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Were you on all fours? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I was not on all fours; I was very upright on that occasion! We were there with the 
president of the RSPCA, Lynne Bradshaw. 

But on the same front page of that newsletter was a small item. I do not know who wrote it, but whoever wrote 
it, I thought, worded it very well. The headline is, “Government plan for on-ramp and Bus Interchange”. In that 
piece I mentioned that there was some good news in that — 

… Minister Buswell has ear-marked funds from the 2011–12 Department of Transport budget to be 
used on planning — 

That is, forward planning, for both the projects I have just mentioned— the on-ramp at Manning Road, and some 
kind of bus interchange at Canning Bridge.  

The writer of the article went on to state —  

The long-awaited on-ramp would enable residents in the southern part of our electorate to get onto the 
freeway south without having to take a circuitous route.  

The Department will also engage in detailed planning for a new bus interchange that will take the big 
number of Curtin University-bound students off the bridge.  

Under this proposal — 

Buses will pick them up in a purpose built area — 

I gather that is near the station or near the bridge — 
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before coming back onto the highway.  

… 

The department will also look at ways of providing safer pedestrian access to the train station. 

As I said, the train station sits there with a freeway running through it, and people have to come across the 
bridge. There are on-ramps and off ramps to the freeway on Canning Highway, so some pedestrians have to 
navigate four or five sets of lights before they get to the station. A lot of these people in that part of my electorate 
are elderly people, and I am concerned about their safety. That is why I rise today, with the minister sitting right 
in front of me, which is very opportune positioning. I ask the minister: How far has the forward planning 
progressed on both these projects? Has the department come up with any specific costings for both projects? Are 
we getting any closer to having some sort of solution to what has been regarded for a long time as very 
significant transport problems in that part of the southern corridor of the City of Perth? I would be very happy if 
the minister could avail the house of those details. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [10.00 am]: If the member for South Perth ever 
wears that shirt and tie combination again, I shall not accept his grievance! I am glad he did not have that on last 
Tuesday when we were on a road trip through your electorate, Mr Speaker. We were at the Wednesday night 
pool champs at the Dalwallinu Hotel. We took on all-comers! The member for South Perth is a pool shark, 
having spent much of his misspent youth in the dark, dingy pool halls of Fremantle, which is perhaps where he 
picked up that get-up! 

It is a good grievance. We had a look at the intersections. Interestingly, while we were looking at the bus station, 
a lot of people driving by honked their horns and waved in a very friendly manner to the member for South 
Perth. Bus stations are a big issue. I do not have the exact number of people going through the bus station, but I 
can tell the member that there has been a fair amount of activity in and around planning for the bus station. I am 
sorry for standing like this, Mr Speaker, but I am trying to get it across to the member. It is clearly acknowledged 
that the activity through that bus station is way beyond what anyone anticipated when it was put in. A lot of that 
has been fuelled by the link from there to Curtin University, and that is a good thing; that is actually what we 
want. The situation now is that the preliminary planning has been done. As I hope the member will be aware, 
there has been some fairly significant stakeholder engagement. I will leave the member with the latest plans I 
have of the proposed new interchange, because the existing one is completely unsuitable in the long run. People 
are crossing Canning Highway and there are buses and cars. It is not a very good outcome. The new proposal 
will sit effectively to the north of Canning Highway between the freeway and the river. I think we had a rough 
look at that area when we went out there. There are a couple of concept drawings that I can leave with the 
member, and also some more detailed planning records. It is designed to be quite low profile, but it certainly will 
provide a better outcome for the interchange between buses and trains in that particular area. We could call this 
the South Perth train station, if we were really bold. 

Dr A.D. Buti: What about the John McGrath train station? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: That is probably what locals will call it. 

The next phase is to move on and develop the business case, and that will happen. Obviously, I am not in a 
position today to tell the member exactly how much it will cost or when we will fund it, but we are moving 
forward as committed in the budget. The preliminary planning has been done, the business case will now be 
developed, and then we will need to make an investment decision. I will leave the plans with the member. I think 
it is a really good job of work that will provide a lot of solutions to the issues we discussed when we went out 
there. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: That includes some pedestrian safety as well, doesn’t it? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: It is massive. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: And walkways. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Yes, with walkways. It will be a fantastic outcome. I think that people who use that 
station, whether they be locals or people passing through it to Curtin University and/or other areas, will find it 
fantastic. 

I can inform the member that Manning Road has progressed a little further. The business case for Manning Road 
has been finalised. Cost estimates are available. The business case shows that the cost of the Manning Road off-
ramp is somewhere around the $27 million or $28 million mark. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: Does that include the acquisition of land? 
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Mr T.R. BUSWELL: It does. In fact, land acquisition will be a fairly large part of the cost. I can leave a copy of 
the business case with the member to look through. The business case details the design options that Main Roads 
Western Australia has come up with in consultation with our consultant. It involves the closure of the Lockhart 
Street access onto Manning Road and a few other things. The member can look through the detail of that. It 
makes a couple of interesting points about how traffic moves through that precinct, which the member talked 
about. The member is right; it is very complicated. Again, I will not burden the house with these details, but on 
page 11 there is a very interesting snapshot of traffic volumes in different areas around there, with estimates for 
the coming years. It shows how busy that area is and the potential to capture some of the traffic that may move 
south. It makes some estimates of the daily usage of traffic on that on-ramp, but, again, I will let the member 
look at that. Clearly, it will provide a better outcome for local residents. Again, unfortunately, I am not in a 
position today to get out the chequebook and commence that work, but the commitment we gave in the initial 
instance was to progress with the planning and the business case. That has been done. Now we need to look at 
those two investment decisions. 

I know what the Premier is looking at; I have raised the issue with the member for South Perth. That is what 
happens when the member gets a position of responsibility for the stadium—he starts dressing like a gangster! 

Mr C.J. Barnett: The John McGrath stadium! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: In terms of the precinct that we visited, I thought it was really great to go out on the 
ground and have a look with the member. When we are able to fund them, they will be significant upgrades for 
those two areas. The bus station is very important. I would go so far as to say that the bus station will probably 
have precedence over the on-ramp. The member may have a different view, and we can talk about that a little 
later. This will represent a significant improvement to the facility and the amenity for both road users and the 
people who use that bus station. I think it is great that the train–bus interchange at Canning Bridge is being used 
a lot more than we had anticipated. It is a good outcome, and it shows the value of a good public transport 
network to the people who live in that area. Hopefully, we are moving in the right direction. I am sure that the 
member would like it to be a little quicker. In that garb, it is not going to move much faster! 

Mr C.J. Barnett: We’ll see what he says about you in his newsletter! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: He has a photo of the Premier on the front, which is good. I have been relegated to 
page 3! Hopefully, we are heading in the right direction and we will look at some money for that as part of the 
budget process. 
 


